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The familiar face of posf
member John Ottley should be

no surprise when he talks]

The American destroyer was
captured in dry dock at the
early stages of WWII, and
placed into service with the

Inside this issue:

about the strange odyssey of)
the USS Stewart. I

Imperial Japanese Navy.
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From left: Herman Anderson, Commander; Arnold Wall, Finance Officer; Mike Fallaize,
Adjutant; Tom Perkins, SVC; Harry Brooks, historian; Gary McBride, JVC; and
J.R. McAliley, Chaplain. Not pictured: Larry Hetu-Robert, Service Officer.

McHALE’S NAVY

In 1962 Ernest Borgnine first played
Lieutenant Commander Quinton McHale
in “Seven against the Sea,” a dramatic
World War II story in the anthology
series Fred Astaire’s Premier Theatre.

The episode was a ratings and critical hit
and plans got underway to base a show
around McHale. After deciding against
continuing as either a drama or military
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Our meeting room at the

Atlanta Athletic Club has a
distinguished heritage. The
par three eighth hole at

Scotland's

Royal

Troon

golf course, home of this

year's

British  Open, is

known as "The Postage

Stamp".

According to The New
York Times, it’s 123 yards
on the score card, but "may
play as 100 yards if the pin
is sited at the front of the

green".

The Postage Stamp has
been a feature of the

course

since

1909.

Reportedly, it's a hole "any
golfer can hit", but if it's
raining and windy, it can
"test the skill of the most
elite players".

In 1930, Bobby Jones,
patron saint of the Athletic
Club, was the first golfer in
history to win the Grand
Slam (British open and
amateur and U.S. open and

amateur).
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HI JOLLY AND THE U.S. CAMEL CORPS

Editor’s Note:

Lt. Edward Fitzgerald Beale, for whom Beale’s Cut in
Newhall, Cal. would later be named, led the U.S.
Camel Corps on an expedition from Arizona to
California in 1857. After the U.S. Army abandoned the
short-lived experiment, Beale, who attained the rank of
general, used some of the camels as pack animals to
carry supplies from Los Angeles to his base at
Fort Tejon — passing through the Santa Clarita Valley
and the pass that would become Beale's Cut.

From the Associated Press, 1940s

QUARTZSITE, Ariz. — When the desert cools this
winter ... when the burn is gone from the sand and the
dry air packs a brisk tang, old Bill Keiser is going to get
himself a pair of binoculars and look for wild camels.

Right now old Bill, a retired prospector and one of the
few residents left in this ghost town, is content to sit on
his front porch, shielded from the heat waves that dance
in the street, and speculate about the camels.

He's pretty sure he'll find those wild camels:
descendants, he says, of animals brought to this country
nearly 100 years ago.

“There are sure signs that camels are in these parts,”
Keiser explained. "Just the other day, for instance, a
prospector from St. Louis found fresh camel tracks in
the hills a few miles from here.”

Jefferson Davis, secretary of war in President Pierce's
cabinet, approved the plan to experiment with camels
for freighting and communication in the arid
Southwest. Maj. Henry C. Wayne of the army and
Lt. D.D. Porter of the navy visited the Near East with
the storeship U.S.S. Supply and brought 33 camels

Gwynn H. Heap’s illustration showing sailors and a camel
driver coaxing a Bactrian camel on board the U.S.S. Supply
was included in the 1857 report by the Secretary of War
on “The Purchase of Camels for the Purposes of Military
Transportation.”

The USS Supply is depicted by W. R. May as she appeared

during her service with Commodore Matthew C. Perry’s
Japan expedition.

which were landed at Indianola, Tex., Feb. 10, 1856.
On a second trip they got 41 more.

Trip Is Attraction

With the first shipment came a caretaker, a short,
heavyset, happy-go-lucky Arab named Hadji Alj,
whose name promptly was Americanized to “Hi Jolly”
by the soldiers. Today, Hi Jolly's tomb is Quartzite,
Arizona’s only attraction.

A Texas base for the camels was Camp Verde, a
frontier outpost in Kerr County. On the Beale
expedition (1857) to open a wagon road across Arizona
from Fort Defiance to California, the camels, under
Hi Jolly, proved their worth.

Nevertheless, the war department abandoned the
experiment and the camels were left to shift for
themselves on the Arizona desert.

CAMEL CORPS...Continued on Page 3
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CAMEL CORPS...Continued from Page 2

Keiser, tough, tanned and 73, got a swig of cool water
from the well at the side of his porch.

“I'll tell you why the government quit fooling with the
camels,” he said. “It wasn't because they didn't do a
good job. They could carry a thousand pounds of
freight 65 miles a day and they went three days with-
out water. But they scared the hell out of every varmint
that sighted’em, and they caused plenty of trouble.”

"Hi Jolly told me all about it. Those camels were
lonesome for the caravans of their home country and
every time they sighted a prospector's mule train they'd
make a break for it. You've heard of how horses bolted
at the sight of the first automobiles. That wasn't
anything compared to the fright those ugly, loping
camels threw into mules. The mules would lay back
their ears and run for their lives and then the
prospectors would cuss and reach for their guns and
shoot at the camels. A lot of camels got killed that

2

way.
Government Gave Up

“Prospectors raised so much cain that finally the
government just gave up and let the camels go. They
found enough food to keep alive ... they'll eat just
about anything they can bite, you know ... and they
chased mules and aggravated prospectors for many
years.”

The army never explained officially why it abandoned
the experiment. Perhaps they proved uneconomical or
perhaps the Arizona desert country was too tough for
them. Keiser said the rocks hurt the camels' feet. For a
time, Hi Jolly wrapped their feet in burlap. Later a
special shoe was fashioned for the animals' split toes.
The shoes never proved really satisfactory as they
didn't keep rocks out from between the toes.

Hi Jolly was grieved to lose his animals but took up
scouting for the army and also did some mining. He
died in Quartzsite Dec. 16, 1902, at the age of 64. The
Arizona highway department has built a tomb for
him ... a pyramid of quartz and petrified wood topped
by a tin figure of a camel. "The last camp of Hi Jolly,"
a sign reads.

A native of Pennsylvania, Keiser ran away from home
when he was 14. He punched cattle in Texas, once
loaded beer barrels in San Antonio, and came out to
Arizona in 1894. Two sons, Marion and Edgar, live at
Lykens, Pa.

Keiser pointed a weatherbeaten hand down the
deserted street.

“This used to be a mighty lively place,” he said. “Once
there was eight saloons, right along there. Liquor killed

Hi Jolly's tomb in Quartzsite, Ariz. Vacation photos
(1940s) showing Lt. Col. Henry Kendall, U.S. Army
Engineer, of Shelby, N.C.

a lot more badmen than bullets ever did.”

“It sure is quiet here now ... nothing to do but get old
and stay out of the sun.”

“This winter, though, I'll be hunting camels. Maybe I'll
get me a camel for Christmas.”

Above: During surveying expeditions of the late 1850s
that took place in the harsh climate of the Southwest,
camels proved their worth by carrying large amounts of
cargo and requiring little water in comparison to horses
and mules.

Below: A camel has lost its footing and fallen on sloping
bare rock. An officer quickly cut the lines ensnaring the

camel, preventing a bad situation from becoming worse.
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loose and have fun.

The timing was impeccable—rising political star
John F. Kennedy was becoming well-known for his
heroic wartime service as the captain of a PT boat. The
series also starred Tim Conway as Ensign Charles
Parker, a bumbler assigned to restore order to a crew of
more bumblers. The show was so popular it spawned
two theatrical movies during its original run: McHale’s
Navy (1964) and the strangely titled McHale’s Navy
Joins the Air Force (1965).

Lieutenant Commander Quinton McHale (Borgnine)

action series (the style in TV at the time), producers
decided to make it a comedy, loosely influenced by the
Henry Fonda World War II movie Mister Roberts.
McHale’s Navy (1962-66) was a broad slapstick
comedy in which McHale oversaw a squadron of
losers, gamblers, buffoons, and bumblers in and
around the PT-73, stationed in the South Pacific during
World War II. Most of these men just wanted to cut

Lt. (jg) Kennedy aboard PT-109 in the South Pacific, 1943.

Herman Anderson — Commander
hermanl@bellsouth.net 770-547-7347 . .
Regular Meeting — Atlanta Athletic Club

Tom Perkins — SVC

daperks@bellsouth.net 770-587-4639 1930 Bobby Jones Drive, Johns Creek, Georgia
Gary McBride — JVC
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FOUNDING EDITORS . . . .
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Next Meeting —_— August 8’ 2024 (Post Officers serve from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025)

Executive Committee Members
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Bryant Roland **
EC 2 3

Herman Anderson* (2023-2026) Mike Poynor (2023-2025)
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Mike Fallaize, Sr.* (2024-2027) Tom Perkins (2024-2027)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 .

Gary McBride (2024-2027) Harry Brooks (2024-2027)
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