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J ubilee may be a strange term 
when talking about the         

Vietnam War. Why would we 
celebrate a conflict after 50 
years? 

In biblical context, a jubilee is a 
time of liberation, restoration, and 
renewal. Most people have little 
memory of the United State     
involvement in Vietnam except 
for the veterans and families who 
lost loved ones during the conflict 
or live with the scars. This         
50-year Jubilee is for those who 
continue to suffer from the effects 
of the war and will provide them 
with some peace. 

Recently, the Johns Creek       
Vietnam Veterans Association 
along with the Atlanta Vietnam 

Veterans Business Association 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
the end of United States of  
America involvement in Vietnam. 
The departure of the United 
States forces from Vietnam was 
the closing chapter of a decade 
long conflict which caused      
division in the Country.  

The young men and women who 
gave a part of their life and the 
fifty-eight thousand three hun-
dred eighteen whose names are 
engraved on the memorial wall 
are now honored for their service 
to country. 

Attending this anniversary       
service did not seem like              
a jubilee. Surrounded by a replica 
of the memorial wall in        
Washington DC you could feel 
the pain and sorrow of the      
families who were represented by 

the wall. Personally, I did not 
know anyone who was killed in 
the Vietnam War. I did have 
friends that were affected and 
suffered from drug abuse and  
other physical ailments which 
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2025-2026 Post Officers 

 

Commander Gary McBride             Finance               Arnold Wall* 

Sr. VC  Tom Perkins             Adjutant               Mike Fallaize, Sr.* 

Jr. VC   Harry Brooks             Historian               James Poulin* 

Chaplain   Rev. J. R. McAliley III    Service Officer     Larry Hetu-Robert 

(Post Officers serve from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026) 

Executive Committee Members 

Bryant Roland ** 

Herman Anderson* (2025-2026) Mike Poynor (2025-2028) 

Gary McBride  (2024-2027) Arnold Wall* (2023-2025) 

Walter Conway*  (2025-2028) Fred Viele* (2025-2028) 

J. R. McAliley III  (2023-2026) James Poulin* (2024-2027) 

Mike Fallaize, Sr.* (2024-2027) Tom Perkins (2024-2027) 

Harry Brooks (2024-2027) 

Past Commanders *, Past Commander and Ex-Officio EXCOM member** 

The proposed slate on new post 
officers is presented (left) to our 
membership for review. Voting 
will occur at the June 12 regular 
meeting. Installation of new  
officers & executive committee       
members begins July 1, 2025. 
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Next Meeting — May 8, 2025 

Herman Anderson — Commander 

herman1899@outlook.com    770-547-7347 

 

Tom Perkins — SVC  

daperks@bellsouth.net           770-587-4639 

 

Gary McBride — JVC 

stingmcb@comcast.net         678-571-0727 

 

George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 
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Regular Meeting — Atlanta Athletic Club 

1930 Bobby Jones Drive, Johns Creek, Georgia 

resulted in their life be       
shortened. There were older 
classmates from my high school 
who were killed but I only 
knew them by name and a   
photo in the yearbook. 

A cousin still suffers from the 
mental and physical pains 
caused by his tour in Vietnam.  
He is in so much pain that I find 
it hard to visit him. I was lucky 

enough to attend his wedding in 
1976. At that time, I knew little 
of his involvement in Vietnam. 
Not till later when he suffered 
from Parkinsons and the effects 
from exposure to “Agent       
Orange” did I realize the pain 
and mental suffering he would 
experience for the rest of his 
life. 

I am glad that we now honor 
those who gave a piece of their 
life if not all in service to our 

country. I have spoken to     
volunteers and draftees and 
most of them are proud of their 
service. 

If you’ve never visited the     
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in       
Washington DC or Johns Creek, 
GA, I highly recommend a visit. 
Johns Creek is just north of   
Atlanta and the Memorial is  
located at 3150 Old Alabama 
Rd, Johns Creek, GA 3002. 
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