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Over the past 16 months, since becoming
a member of Post 134, I have become
aware of the dedication and commitment
of a small core of our group who attend
meetings and actively participate in the
workings of the Post. All of us know
from our military experiences that
successful missions depend on multiple

participation from all levels.

Let's all take the time, make the effort to
have one person you know, visit with us,
meet us, and hopefully consider joining
our post. There is very little more
satisfying than being part of a winning
team.

Remember:
If you want to go fast, go alone.

If you want to go far, go together.

NOVEMBER SPEAKER

USAF veteran Bill Liss
anchors the popular WXIA
Senior Source vignette series
that appears on WXIA/WATL
and on the 11Alive website.

Bill joined WXIA in 1989 as
part of the 11Alive Morning
News team, airing a daily
"Money Matters" report for more than 18
years. He also anchored and directed the
11Alive Help Desk Team (formerly Call
for Action) for more than 15 years.

Having been named Georgia Broadcaster
of the Year in 2012, Bill has earned
almost a dozen Emmy Awards and the
Silver Circle Award from the Southeast
Chapter of the National Academy of
Television Arts & Sciences, the Edward
R. Murrow Team Investigative Reporting
Award, plus reporting awards from the
Associated Press, the Association of
Black Journalists and the Atlanta Bar
Association.

An attorney and active member of the
Bar of the State of New Jersey and the
District of Columbia, he is also admitted
to practice before the Federal and District
Courts and the United States Supreme
Court. Bill is an honorary member of the
Atlanta Bar Association and serves on
the Task Force of the Georgia Supreme
Court Commission on Professionalism.
He is an active volunteer attorney with

the non-profit Georgia Justice
Project, based in Atlanta.

Over the years, Bill has served
on the Boards of the Atlanta
Fire-Rescue Foundation, the
Northside Hospital Founda-
tion, Inroads Atlanta, the
Emory University Board of
Visitors, Literacy Action and the Center
for Entrepreneurship at Clark Atlanta
University. In addition, Bill has been a
guest lecturer at the Emory University
Graduate School of Business, and the
Clark Atlanta Business School.

Having been on expeditions through the
High Arctic to the North Pole; through
Tibet to Mt. Everest; to the Antarctic;
through the Peruvian Andes; and to the
Gobi and Sahara deserts, Bill is a
member of the Board and head of media
for the worldwide Explorers Club, and
has been elected a Fellow in both the
Royal Geographical Society of the
United Kingdom, and the Royal
Canadian Geographical Society.

Bill is active with programs with the
USO in Atlanta.

He is a graduate of Rutgers University,
where he served on its Board of Trustees,
and he holds a juris doctor from Seton
Hall University.
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JOE AND WILLIE GO TO WAR
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Bill Mauldin, the most honored editorial cartoonist of
WWII was inducted into the Oklahoma Cartoonists
Hall of Fame in 2006. He won several Pulitzers, wrote
many books, had many compilations of his cartoons
published, and became a real icon of WWII with his
characters Willie and Joe.

illie and Joe met during World War II and

became best friends while serving in the
European theater. Everyone who saw them liked
them—except for the top brass.

LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE

Bill Mauldin was one of the preeminent cartoonists of
the 20th century. One of his best-known cartoons,
published in the Chicago Sun Times after John F.
Kennedy's assassination, was set at the Lincoln
Memorial and showed a grieving Lincoln with his head
in his hands. Anyone who saw it couldn't help but
be moved.

But it was Mauldin’s early work that made him famous.
During World War II, he created two unshaven,
rumpled, and  slumped-shouldered  characters,
infantrymen Joe and Willie. What made them so real
was that Mauldin himself was an Army infantryman in
the U.S. Army’s 45th Division. He fought his way
through the mud and muck of Europe and instilled his
characters with his own real-life war experiences.

BILL'S STORY

Mauldin’s grandfather was a civilian cavalry scout in
the Apache Wars and his father was an artilleryman in
World War 1. Bill grew up in New Mexico and Arizona
and spent his time drawing. His grandparents scraped
together money to send him to Illinois so he could take
courses at the Art Institute of Chicago. In 1940, the
18-year-old Mauldin joined the Arizona National
Guard, which became part of the 45th Infantry
Division. He volunteered to draw cartoons for the unit’s
newspaper, and eventually his work was picked up by
Stars and Stripes, the official newspaper of the armed
forces. He saw combat in Sicily and Anzio and received
a Purple Heart for wounds suffered in Italy, but his
greatest contribution to the war was his cartoons.

JOE MEETS WILLIE

In his 1945 book Up Front, which won a Pulitzer Prize,
Mauldin wrote, “Willie and Joe aren’t at all clever.
They aren’t even good cartoon characters, because they
have similar features which are distinguishable only by
their different noses. Willie has a big nose and Joe has a
little one... few people know which is Willie and which
is Joe.”

Joe appeared first, a clean-shaven, well-scrubbed guy.
He met Willie just after the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Then the pair, like Mauldin, headed for the Italian
campaign as riflemen. They ended up sitting in muddy
foxholes, getting through each day without decent
rations or dry clothes, and enduring the often
questionable wisdom and authority of their superiors.
One cartoon showed his bone-weary, disheartened Gls
sloshing through the rain, with the caption: “Fresh,
spirited American troops, flushed with victory, are
bringing in thousands of hungry, ragged, battle-weary
prisoners.”

BRASS ATTACKS

The rear echelon didn’t always get the frontline jokes,
and the officers who were often the source of Joe and
Willie’s complaints had complaints of their own.
Mauldin was chastised because the unshaven,
bleary-eyed, morose-looking pair were too messy.
General George S. Patton, Mauldin’s loudest critic,

JOE AND WILLIE GO TO WAR...Continued on Page 3
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Like most other World War II soldiers, Willie and Joe
returned home after the war and disappeared into
civilian life. Before they did, Willie appeared on the
cover of Time in June 1945. Mauldin and Joe were
pulled back into combat with the 1950 Korean War.
Mauldin became a war correspondent for Collier’s; Joe
went back to war and wrote letters home to his buddy
Willie.

After the Korean War, Mauldin worked as an editorial
cartoonist for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 1958, and
then was a syndicated cartoonist until his retirement in
1991. He also found his way back to the combat zone
in 1965 to visit his son Bruce, who was serving in
Vietnam, and in 1991 to visit troops in Saudi Arabia
during the Persian Gulf War.

PULITZER NUMBER TWO

His 1945 Pulitzer he'd won made him at 23, the
youngest person to win the Pulitzer Prize. In 1959 his
editorial cartoon commenting on the “voluntary”
refusal of the Nobel Prize by Russian writer and poet
Boris Pasternak won him a second Pulitzer. It showed
Pasternak as one scrawny labor camp prisoner saying
to another, “I won the Nobel Prize for Literature. What
was your crime?”

“Joe, yestiddy ya saved my life an’ | swore I’d pay ya
back. Here’s my last pair of dry socks.” A FAMOUS FAN

In Mauldin’s later days, a newspaper column reported
that he’d taken up residence in a nursing home. The
news prompted more than 10,000 fan letters from
grateful soldiers and veterans. Peanuts cartoonist
Charles Schulz was grateful, too. Like Mauldin, he’d
spent some time as an infantryman and like lots of
\p other vets had drawn emotional sustenance from
Mauldin’s cartoons. Every Veterans Day from the
1980s until Schulz’s retirement in 2000, flying ace
Snoopy would dress as an Army vet and visit
Bill Mauldin’s house to “quaff a few root beers and tell
war stories.” (See Page 1).

wrote to Stars and Stripes to complain about
Mauldin’s  “attempts to undermine
military discipline.” Historian Stephen
Ambrose said of him, “More than anyone
else, save only Ernie Pyle, he caught the
trials and travails of the GI.” Mauldin
touched a chord with the common foot
soldier; many GIs wrote to the cartoonist g
after the war to tell him how his humor §
helped them keep going in spite of
adversity. :
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Veterans who want to go fly fishing in north Georgia with other former service members may want to
contact John Mauldin at (706) 402-3525 or drmauldin@windstream.net.

John is president of Veterans Fly Fishing. This group doesn’t offer PTSD therapy or other trauma healing.
It’s for vets who’d like an emotional outlet or just want to get on the water with others who have served
our country in uniform.

The group’s official mission statement is to serve vets who wish to fly fish and to improve the casting skills
of those who want it. Their slogan is, “Let’s cut the drama and go fishing.”

They go fishing on the first and third Mondays from October through June.

Herman Anderson — Commander
hermani@bellsouth.net 770-547-7347

Tom Perkins — SVC
daperks@bellsouth.net 770-587-4639

Gary McBride — JVC
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