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U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

serves as the

Shelly-Ann  Simpson
Executive Director for Field Operations
and Appeals for the Georgia Department
of Veterans Service (GDVS), the state

agency created for the purpose of
advising and assisting veterans and their
families through the process of receiving
benefits from the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Ms. Simpson entered state government in
2001 with GDVS serving as the public
information specialist. In July 2007 she
joined the Georgia Department of
Transportation  working in  their
communications department as their
government and community relations
specialist. Ms. Simpson returned to
GDVS in January 2012 and transferred to

the Claims and Appeals Division where
she was appointed to serve as the
Assistant Director of the Appeals
Division. In December 2019 she was
promoted to Director of the Appeals
Division. In June 2022, she was
appointed to her current role, where she
leads the department’s efforts to help
veterans through the VA Claims and
Appeals process.

She was born in Kingston, Jamaica and
grew up in Mount Vernon, NY,
Ms. Simpson joined the U.S. Army
Reserve in 1994 and was deployed as
part of NATO’s peace keeping mission
in Bosnia in support of Operation Joint
Endeavor/Joint Guard in 1997 for which
she earned a NATO medal.

Ms. Simpson has served as the women
veterans’ coordinator and the Department
Service Officer for the American Legion
and is an advocate for veterans in the
state of Georgia.
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ATTU: THE ‘FORGOTTEN BATTLE’ OF WW II

Underwater archaeologists discovered
three shipwrecks submerged near the
Alaskan island of Attu, which was the
site of one of the deadliest conflicts in
the Pacific.

In June 1942, Japanese forces
captured Attu, a small island at the
western tip of Alaska’s Aleutian
Islands. They destroyed the homes
and villages of the Unangax people,
then held them as prisoners of war in
the city of Otaru. Nearly half of the
Unangax from Attu died, and
survivors were not allowed to return
to their home island.

When American troops arrived in
1943, they fought to regain control of
Attu. Over the course of 18 bloody

days, American forces successfully
expelled the invaders. The campaign
came at a high cost: the lives of 2,351
Japanese soldiers and 549 American
soldiers.

Despite the high death toll and the
tragic outcome for the Unangax
people, the Battle of Attu has
historically been overshadowed by
other conflicts. It’s sometimes
referred to as the “forgotten battle.”

Now, a team of American and
Japanese researchers hopes to shed
new light on this often-overlooked
conflict and the events leading up to
it.

ATTU...Continued on Page 3
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DID YOU KNOW?

Under the base unification
procedure, which began
finalization in the summer
of 2010, Elmendorf
Air Force Base & Fort
Richardson, AK, were
consolidated as a result of
decisions made by the
2005 Base Realignment
and Closure Commission
(BRAC). The combined
base and fort is known as
Joint Base Elmendorf

Richardson (JBER). Most
of the current civilian base
employees
Force
result.

became Air
employees as a



https://www.nps.gov/articles/featured_stories_aleu.htm
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/air-space-magazine/fire-and-ice-11775484/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/battle-of-attu-60-years.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/battle-of-attu-60-years.htm
https://apnews.com/article/alaska-attu-wwii-forgotten-battle-last-survivor-c1d2c340af82f8e41129b8f6efb30c9d
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WE LOST $153 MILLION IN THE ALASKA POKER GAME

S ince 1732, Russia had claimed dominion over
western coastal lands extending from the
Bering Strait almost to San Francisco. Her colony
never attracted more than 400 settlers, however,
and was on the trading block as its owner sought to
recoup expenses incurred during her 1853-56
Crimean War with Britain and France.

In The Age of Reconstruction, Historian
Don Doyle notes that, two years into our Civil
War, Britain and France thought about trying to
mediate peace between North and South. They
invited Russia to come in on the deal. Being
friends with the U.S., and enemies with the
would-be peacemakers, Russia declined. She saw
the U.S. as a counterbalance to whatever Great
Britain had in mind for her vast coastal colony.

The Alaska Purchase
ALASKAN PURCHASE 1567

Russia courted the U.S. by sending naval flotillas
to New York, Boston, and San Francisco. Their
sailors were treated as visiting heroes.

Further cementing its love affair with the U.S,,
Russians saw a parallel between President
Abraham Lincoln and Czar Alexander II who freed
serfs 03 Mar 1861. Russia mourned when Lincoln
was assassinated. Her citizens compared
John Wilkes Booth with Dmitry Karakozov who
tried to shoot the czar on 04 Apr 1866--about a
year after Booth slew Lincoln.

William Henry Seward, U.S. secretary of State
under Lincoln and his successor, Andrew Johnson,
had an eye for real estate which would fulfill his
post-war  foreign policy visons. He also
contemplated buying Greenland, Iceland, and the
Danish West Indies. Interested in whaling from his
Senate days, Seward heard in 1864 that Alaska —

an Inuit word meaning “peninsula”— might be for
sale. He figured $5 million as a fair price. Skeptics
ridiculed the deal at any price, calling it “Seward’s
Folly” and “Seward’s Icebox.”

In March, 1867, Russia decided to sell its colony to
the U.S. It had been a money loser and Russia
secretly feared the U.S. or Britain might take it by
force.

Baron Eduard de Stoeckl, Russia’s minister to the
U.S. since 1854, had been told to let Seward take
the initiative in purchase negotiations so Russia
wouldn’t look as if she was anxious to sell Alaska.

On 11 Mar 1867, the poker game began. Seward
bid low. He proposed leasing the colony or just
buying fishing rights. He tried to bluff Stoeckl by
saying he would have to check with President
Johnson before he could up the ante.

Johnson gave him the go ahead. When Seward met
with Stoeckl again, Seward put $5 million on the
table. Stoeckl said nothing. This had been Russia’s
intended price, so Steckl held. Seward raised. The
Secretary of State said he might be able to talk
Congress into $5.5 million “but not a penny more”.
Stoeckl again remained mute, hoping he might get
Seward to raise another million.

Seward met with Johnson on Friday, 13 Mar 1867.
Johnson was noncommittal. Then Seward met with
the Cabinet, he encountered indifference. He asked
whether he could go as high as $7 million. The
Cabinet nodded OK.

When Seward again faced Stoeckl, he tried to
lowball him by offering $6 million. Stoeckl played
dumb. Seward then asked Stoeckl to throw in the

SEWARD’S FOLLY...Continued on Page 3
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SEWARD’S FOLLY...Continued from Page 2

buildings and other improvements. Stoeckl replied
that would drive the price up to $7 million.
Seward knew he could go that high and agreed.

Stoeckl sent the offer to Moscow. Astounded and
overjoyed, Russian authorities said, in effect, “it’s
a deal!”

On Friday, 29 Mar 1867, Stoeckl told Seward the
deal was done with only minor changes, one of
which was that the payment be made in London.
Seward couldn’t pull that off and threw in an
additional $200 grand. Stoeckl said he’d come
back the following day. Seward said, “Heck, let’s
get it done tonight”. Seward woke up persons who
needed to sign the papers and the treaty was

ATTU...Continued from Page 1

During a five-day research trip, underwater
archaeologists successfully located three World
War II shipwrecks on the ocean floor near Attu—
one American and two Japanese. It’s the first time
the vessels have been seen since they sank eight
decades ago.

“This wasn’t just a little side note to the bigger
Pacific campaign,” says project co-leader Dominic
Bush, an wunderwater archaeologist at East
Carolina University (ECU), “This was its own
theater of war, the North Pacific theater of war,
which has largely been forgotten. We’ll hopefully
bring more awareness to the public’s mind of the
sacrifices made.”

Today, Attu is part of the Alaska Maritime
National Wildlife Refuge, which is managed by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. With the help
of grants from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration and the National
Park Service, researchers are documenting the
Battle of Attu’s underwater debris.

After sifting through as many historical records as
they could find, a team of 14 researchers touched
down in Alaska in mid-July. They boarded the
Norseman 11, a crab boat repurposed as a research
vessel, and began searching for evidence of the
conflict on the seafloor.

Using a specialized type of sonar, they located the
shipwrecks alongside anchors, anti-submarine
netting, mooring blocks, chains, buoys and other
artifacts. They then used underwater and aerial

completed at 0400 on Saturday, 30 Mar 1867. The
President signed off on it later that morning.

The difference between Seward’s opening bid—
which could have been successful—and the final
price was about $153 million in today’s money.

Before the Senate signed off on the treaty, one
solon said we had bought “Walrussia”. Senator
William Pitt Fessenden (R-ME) said we had
“inherited a sucked orange”. The Senate ratified
the treaty 73-to-2 on 09 Apr 1867 and the
U.S. took possession of Alaska on 18 Oct 1867.
It became our 49" state 03 Jan 1959.

drones equipped with cameras to get a better look.

The big finds were the three shipwrecks: Japan’s
Kotohira Maru and Cheribon Maru and
America’s S.S. Dellwood. The Kotohira Maru and
Cheribon Maru are thought to be the only
Japanese military vessels in American waters,
according to the statement.

Researchers found the Kotohira Maru, a 5,000-ton
freighter, submerged under 300 feet of water
roughly half a mile from where it sank. The vessel
had been transporting provisions, housing
materials and fuel to Attu when a U.S. Navy
weather plane bombed it. Only two crew members
survived the attack, making the shipwreck site a
mass grave.

When you see [the ship] on the seafloor, it’s
emotionally moving. The ship was hit twice and
the bow was broken off. It is in amazing condition
on a sandy seafloor and really stands out. You can
see the masts are still erect, and everything is still
there, along with the wheelhouse. It gives you a
really clear picture.

The Cheribon Maru, a 3,000-ton freighter, was
found covered in kelp on the seafloor just 30 feet
below the surface. The ship sank on Thanksgiving
in 1942 after being bombed by American forces.
Between 15 and 55 Japanese troops died in the
attack.

ATTU...Continued on Page 4



https://coastal.ecu.edu/coastalstudies/crm-students/dominic-bush/
https://coastal.ecu.edu/coastalstudies/crm-students/dominic-bush/
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/technology/sonar/sas.html
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The team found the S.S. Dellwood 81
years after its sinking. The nearly ’~.».
3,500-ton U.S. Army vessel had been
installing communication lines when it
collided with a submerged rock column
and sank on July 19, 1943. Sonar and
video footage showed the ship in a
“severely disjointed state” more than 100
feet below the surface, Researchers think ~
the wreckage was later bombed when 1t

ships in the area.

“Overall, the project marks_the beginning
of what is sure to be an increased:focus g
the  oft-forgotten =~ Aleutian .
campaign and, by extension, . Af

WWwW 11 hlstory,” says: Jason Raupp, a
maritime historian at ECU.

smithsonianmag.com. Author: Sarah Kuta
August 20, 2024

Researchers used synthetic aperture sonar to locate and image the S.S. Dellwood.
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