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The Air Force studied 
bumblebees 

Researchers examined the 
aerodynamics of a bumble-
bee  to  develop  the  USAF   
F-117 stealth fighter. 

THE WAY IT WAS IN THE BCR — FEB 1989 

 • The  February,  1989,  issue  led  with 
news that 18 members had yet to pay 
their dues. This was a more-than-
timely reminder in that, by that time, 
they were eight months late. 

 

 • Those attending the EXCOM     
meeting  that  month  were  asked  to 
bring their own lunches. 

 • Also noted in the February issue was 
Bob Turner, a member of Post 15 in 
Waynesboro, PA, who solicited   
Post  134  members  for  contributions 
to  his  $100,000  campaign  fund  for 
national Legion president. It was not 
reported how much local support was 
forthcoming, but Bob was elected   
30 Jul 90. 

 

 • Six young men were to attend     
Boys  State,  but  the  post  had  raised 
tuition fees for but four. 

 

 • Joe Puett, a colonel in the           
102nd Infantry Division during WW2, 
was featured. He was captured twice 
in the Battle of the Bulge and       
escaped both times. His final        
assignment  was  chief  of  staff  of  the 
XII Corps. Joe had served as       
president of the Decatur Rotary Club, 
and the Atlanta chapter of the      
Military  Order  of  the  World  Wars. 
He was Post 134’s Legionnaire of the 
Year in 1985. 

Our own post member Gary McBride is a 1967 Annapolis graduate, completing flight 
school  in  1968  and  assigned  to  fly  the  E-2  Hawkeye  off  the  carrier,  U.S.S.  America 
(CVA-66). Join us for the stories to unfold being a carrier qualified pilot dealing with a 
pitching deck, night ops, and getting the mission complete safely. 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER — GARY MCBRIDE 
“TALES FROM AN ANGLED FLIGHT DECK” 

(Actual clip art on yellow paper from 2/1989 edition) 
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THE BATTLE OF LOS ANGELES 

LAX...Continued on Page 3 

J ust as darkness fell on 23 Feb 42 the Japanese      
submarine  I-17  surfaced  off  Goleta,  CA  (About  10 

miles west of Santa Barbara). Commander Kozo      
Nishino ordered his nine-man deck gun crew to battle 
stations.  Their  intended  target  was  the  Richfield  Oil 
Company’s  storage  tanks  and  refining  equipment  at 
nearby  Ellwood,  CA.  The  gunners  lobbed  shells  for    
45 minutes, but lacking a means to adjust their fire, hit 
nothing of consequence and caused no casualties. 

These were the first enemy artillery shells fired on the 
U.S. mainland since the War of 1812. 

Most  Richfield  employees  had  left  for  the  day,  but  a 
night  crew  heard  the  5.5-inch  rounds  explode.  They 
thought something in the plant had blown up. Then one 
man looked offshore and saw the sub. Another worker 
thought that it was a cruiser or “at least a destroyer”.  

One  round  passed  over  Wheeler's  Inn,  whose  owner 
called  the  sheriff’s  office.  A  deputy  told  him  not  to 
worry because American warplanes were on their way. 
They weren’t. 

A minister in nearby Montecito told police he had seen 
the  enemy  submarine  turn  south  toward  Los  Angeles 
and it was flashing signal lights to someone onshore.  

Out of cannon shells, I-17 submerged at 2020 hours and 
headed  west  for  her  base  in  the  (then)  Japanese-held 
Marshall Islands. 

At 1915 hours that same evening, in his Fireside Chat 
#20,  President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  noted,  “The 
broad oceans which have been heralded in the past as 
our protection from attack have become endless       
battlefields on which we are constantly being          
challenged by our enemies.” 

Since the I-17 shelling occurred just 47 days after the 
07  Dec  41  Japanese  surprise  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor, 
Washington feared  widespread  panic  would  result and 
warned newspapers and radio stations not to breathe a 
word  of  it.  Draft-exempt  Richfield  employees  were 
threatened  with  being  called  up  if  they  told  anyone 
about the attack. 

Nevertheless,  rumors  spread  wildly  through  southern 
California.  Naval  intelligence  predicted  an  attack  on 
Los Angeles within 10 hours. The following day,     
military  commanders  alerted  antiaircraft  batteries  and 
searchlight  crews.  Air  raid  alarms  brought  the  city  to 
high alert at 1918 hours. The all-clear sounded a 2223.  

At 0215 on 25 Feb 42, however, a radar facility picked 
up  an  inbound  target  120  miles  west  of  the  City  of   
Angels. Civil Defense officials ordered whatever lights 
were on at that time of morning to be doused. 

Aircraft  were  reported  over  Long  Beach.  An  artillery 
colonel,  apparently  possessed  of  extraordinary  night 
vision, phoned in that he’d seen 25 airplanes at 12,000 
feet.  

A Coast Artillery Brigade opened up and shot off   
1440 rounds of 3-inch projectiles willy nilly.  

At  0306  hours,  the  sky 
above  L.A.  was  reported 
by one observer to be “as 
bright  as  day”.  Shrapnel 
rained  down  over  much 
of downtown.  

Searchlights probed the 
night sky. Air raid sirens 
had  people  cowering  in 
their homes or running 
into the streets in their 
pajamas.  

Pilots of the 4th Interceptor Command at March Field in 
Riverside, CA, were alerted, but did not take off. 

One  young  man  swore  he  saw  an  antiaircraft  battery 

Japanese submarine deck gun. 

WWII Coastal Artillery 



firing at a V-shaped flight of enemy planes headed for 
Burbank.  An  air  raid  warden  vowed  he’d  spotted  10 
groups  of  enemy  planes.  A  resident  told  interviewers 
that  he’d  observed  U.S.  fighters  streaming  back  and 
forth “all over the place at low altitude”.  

The LA Times reported later that two attacking planes 
had crashed and burned. Fourth Air Force HQ in       
San Francisco recorded that at least one plane had been 
downed in the “attack”. 

The all-clear was sounded at 0414 and the blackout, or 
what was left of it, was lifted at 0721.  

Some  high-ranking  officers  later  confessed  that  a  few 
unidentified aircraft may have started the incident and 
that  “our  forces  overreacted”.  Still  others  maintained 
that the “threat” had been real and “the enemy had been 
successfully repelled”.  

Secretary  of  War  Henry  Lewis  Stimson  (above,  with 
General George Marshall, US Army Chief of Staff) said 
that Japanese planes indeed  had been overhead during 
the so-called battle, but Navy Secretary William Frank 
Knox stated flatly that there had been no enemy planes. 
The Department of the Army offered the possibility that 
enemy agents using commercial planes set off the 
whole  thing.  Some  theorized  that  enemy  planes  from 
secret  bases  in  Mexico  had  been  over  the  city.  The 
mayor of Santa Monica argued that the “attack” was a 
stunt to remove lucrative aircraft manufacturing plants 
from  southern  California  and  relocate  them  in  other 
states.  

Incredibly,  only  five  deaths  occurred—three  in  a  car 
wreck  and  two  from  heart  attacks.  Property  damage 
from shell fragments was listed at $500. Nonetheless, it 
was widely believed that Japanese soldiers might storm 

California beaches at any moment.  

After  WW2,  the  Japanese  confirmed  that  none  of  its 
aircraft had flown over Los Angeles. 

In the Steven Spielberg comedy film, 1941, a Japanese 
submarine gets lost trying to find Los Angeles due to a 
compass malfunction. A landing party goes ashore and 
captures  a  lumberjack  (played  by  Slim  Pickens).  The 
crew  is  excited  to  find  that  he  has  a  toy  compass.      
Before they can grab it, the lumberjack swallows it. The 
crew  tries  to  recover  it  by  making  the  logger  drink 
prune juice, but he escapes. (Editor’s note: I was         
17 years old and asked a girl I really liked to go on a 
date  and  see  this  movie  with  me.    This  is  a  great      
comedy and in retrospect, right up my wheelhouse. She 
didn’t  like  it  at  all,  so  that  was  my  barometer  for  no 
second date). 

In  1949,  the  United  States  Coast  Artillery  Association 
stated  that  the  0100  hours  launch  of  a  meteorological 
balloon started the whole shebang. The report conclud-
ed that "once the firing started, imagination created all 
kinds of targets in the sky and everyone joined in".  

In  1983,  the  Air  Force  official  history  noted  that  the 
“battle”  was  caused  by  "war  nerves"  which  kicked  in 
when a weather balloon strayed. When one antiaircraft 
battery opened up, others joined in. 

Epilogue: On 19 Aug 43, a Vought OS2N-1 Kingfisher 
float plane from U.S. Navy Scouting Squadron VS-57 
attacked I-17 off Noumea in the Pacific. The sub sank 
with all hands aboard. 

LAX...Continued from Page 2 
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Next Meeting — February 8, 2024 

Herman Anderson — Commander 
herman1@bellsouth.net       770-547-7347 

 
John Ottley — SVC  

jkottley2@gmail.com           404-918-6864 
 

Arnold Wall — JVC 
arcosign10@yahoo.com       678-530-0588 

 
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 

FOUNDING EDITORS  
 

Todd Copley — BCR Editor 

 2023-2024 Post Officers 

 

Commander Herman Anderson          Finance        Bryant Roland* 

Sr. VC  John Ottley, Jr.*          Adjutant        Mike Fallaize, Sr.* 

Jr. VC   Arnold Wall*          Historian        Walter Conway* 

Chaplain   Rev. J. R. McAliley III    Service Officer     Rev. Larry Robert 
 

Executive Committee Members 
 

Herman Anderson   (2023-2026)         Mike Poynor            (2023-2025) 

John Ottley, Jr.* (2023-2024)         Arnold Wall*           (2023-2025) 

Walter Conway* (2023-2025)         Fred Viele*              (2023-2026) 

Sam Steger** (2023-2024)         James Poulin*          (2023-2024) 

Bryant Roland* (2023-2026)         J. R. McAliley III     (2023-2026) 

(Post Officers and EXCOM serve from July 1—June 30 of the CY) 

Past Commanders * 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    EC 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29   

       

Regular Meeting 
Atlanta Athletic Club 

1930 Bobby Jones Drive 
Johns Creek, Georgia 

Former American Legion Post 134 commander 
(2008—2009) and adjutant (2012—2018) Samuel  
Joiner Steger, of Buford, GA, passed away at the age of 
80. He had been honored by a certificate of            
commendation for his selfless and long-time service in 
the critical office of post adjutant. Steger was a native 
of Elizabethtown, KY. 

Over the years, he coached numerous post commanders 

on meeting and election protocols as well as in        
handling membership applications and various       
complex  administrative  procedures.  Sam  participated 
often in  high  school  ceremonies  honoring  outstanding 
JROTC cadets with American Legion medals for     
excellence in military performance and scholarship.  

SAMUEL JOINER STEGER 
January 23, 1943 — January 6, 2024 

T A P S 

(L) Sam presenting JROTC Award 
 at Maynard Jackson H.S., May 2018 
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